EXHIBITS AND DISPLAY CASES
Display and exhibit space is available within Caruthersville Public Library for sharing educational, artistic, and cultural materials that promote interest in the use of books, library resources, and information, or that share information about local art and cultural organizations. The library staff has the primary responsibility for developing displays and exhibits using library resources to reflect topics of interest or potential interest to library visitors and will present a variety of ideas on issues of contemporary interest. Library staff may borrow items from local organizations, groups, or businesses to use in the display and may credit the lender. Preference for exhibit and display space is given to local nonprofit organizations. Exhibits that are solely for commercial purposes, including the sale of goods and services, will not be considered. No library space is available for unsolicited exhibits or displays.

Displays are generally changed monthly, and no exhibit that will be relevant for less than two weeks will be considered. Groups desiring to provide a display or exhibit should contact the library director in advance. A group or organization may not exhibit items or display materials more frequently than once in a 6-month cycle. 
Exhibits and displays may not contain dangerous or hazardous materials, including but not limited to explosives, biological, or chemical material, any device that creates noise while on display, firearms, or perishable materials. Although the library supports free speech and the First Amendment, exhibits may not include speech that is not constitutionally protected or material that would violate election laws if the library is being used as a polling site. The library director may also exclude other items if they are determined to be illegal or would pose a health hazard to library patrons. The library director will consult with appropriate public agencies as part of the decision process.
Displays should be arranged in a neat and attractive manner with printed labels that are legible. No prices may be displayed on items that are available for purchase during art shows and the like, although a card (not to exceed 3″ x 5″ in size) may provide contact information for sales after the exhibit or display has been dismantled. For security and inventory reasons, staff cannot open display cases to show items to potential buyers or to permit items to be removed for sale. 
The library will take reasonable care to ensure the safety and security of items displayed, however the library has no insurance to cover personal loss, damage, or theft. Exhibitors are encouraged to obtain insurance for items of value and will be required to sign a form releasing the library from liability. Items must be removed from the display cases or exhibit areas as scheduled. 
Display or exhibit of items in the library does not indicate endorsement of the issues, events, items, or services promoted by the displayed materials. Organizations that are denied the use of exhibit areas or display cases or that disagree with the director’s decision regarding items to be displayed may appeal the decision to the library board.

